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"Summer's lease hath al too short a date” So
reflected William Shakespeare (Sonnet 18).

Each season of the year seems to carry with it
its own set of connotations. Autumn's is a
mixed bag. In one sense, it is a time of new
beginnings. It is the time that new school years
start and, not just coincidentally, the time when
churches' new program years start as well. It
brings with it cooler days and crisper nights and,
evenwally, the transiton of the greens of
summerinto the vivid colors of fall

But, at the same time, autumn brings with it also
a sense of endngs. The richness of summer,
with the abundance of Iife that seems to burst
forth all around us, begins to transition into the
changes inherent in the fall and, beyond, to the
starkness of winter. Nature's year begins
gradudlly to move toward its end: an annual
reminder that all things eventally end — and
that someday our lives, too, will end

Before that, of course, most of us will have the
sometimes very difficult experience of growing
old. Itis a reality that people tend to ignore and
that our culture all too often tries to pretend wil
never happen — af jeast fo us. Other people
grow old — first our grandparents and then our
parents - but not us!

Henri Nouwen and Walter
Gaffney  (Aging:  The
Fulfilment of Life) observe:
"To receive the elderly into
our inner self is far from
easy. Old age is not just
hidden from our eyes, but
much more from our
feelings.  In our deepest
self we keep living with the
illusion that we will always
be the same. We not only
tend to deny the red
existence of old men and women living in their
closed rooms and nursing homes, but also the
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old man and woman who is slowly awakening in

our own center.  They are strangers, and
strangers are fearful.  They are intruders
threatening to rob us of what we consider our
own. Care for the elderly means, first of all, to
make ourselves available to the experiences of
becorming old.”

As | enter into my final months at St. Mark's, |
have been thinking back on the many people
whom | have been privileged to know over the
years. Onewho lefta lasting impression on me,
especially in the way that she approached the
increasing limitations that she faced as she grew
older, was Mildred Patterson. She died 15
years ago at the age of 98

During the last part of her life, she lost her
eyesight. When | first met her, she was living in
an independent apartment in a refirement
community. When she reached the point that
she needed addtional help, she moved into an
assisted living unit in the same building. Finally,
when sheneeded even greater care, she moved
to & nursing center several miles away

What so impressed me during these changes
was the fact that she recognized and
acknowledged her changing needs and the fact
that she decided when and where she was

(Continued on page 3)





[image: image3.jpg]Congratulations Reuter Girls!

Parish Honors

The Greene County Fair was the perfect place
for Madeline and Elizabeth Reuter to take

home lots of ribbons and trophies for their
work with rabbits. Elizabeth’s ‘Snuggles’ won
Pet Rabbit and her Mini-Rex ‘Peanut’ won

firstin his category. Madeline’s ‘Ginger” won
first in her category; Madeline also won
second in Showmanship and first in the
Skillathon and judging contest. Last but not
least, ‘Ploppy’, their Holland Lop, won first in
her category.

Mike’s Message (Cont’d.)

(Continued from page 2)

going to live. She did not want her daughter to
have to make the decisions for her and, as
sometimes happens, to have to move her
against her will. She told me, "Some people talk
about 'giving up’ when they have to move. /m
nof giving up. I'm simply facing the changing
reality of my life and taking responsibilly for
myself. I've always tried to do that, and | see no
reason notto do it now."

Old age can certainly be a dificult time of life
Butit can also be a time of great blessing and of
asense of fulfilment. This part of our lives can
open up in us an appreciation for the countless
blessings that we have enjoyed over the years

and that, perhaps in a lide different form, we
continue to enjoy at this stage of Ife. And it can
open up to US new ways of serving our
community and the world beyond it, drawing on
and making use of all that we have experien ced
and leamed in life in order to continue to do the
work of God

Whatis sometimes referred to as "the auturmn of
life” can be a time of harvest and of happiness
And it can serve as a reminder of another
auturmn: one that will never end. As e Bitish
priest and poet, John Donne, suggested in a
1624 sermon: "In heaven it is always autimn,
[God's] mercies are ever in their maturity.”
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Praise & Picnic in the Park
Returns

The 22™ annual Praise and Picnic in the Park
returns on Sunday, September 8" — 10:30
am. — at Indian Riffle Park (Kettering),
Shelter #1. Since 1998, St. Mark’s has begun
each new “program year” with this fun

event. We start with an informal worship
service —please bring lawn chairs and / or
blankets to sit on. Then we move to lunch.
The church provides the hamburgers, hot
dogs and drinks, and you are invited to bring
a side-dish or dessert to share. We continue
the celebration with casual conversations
and with whatever games and events you
choose to bring with you — or to organize on
the spot.

indian Riffle Park is located at 2801 East
Stroop Road in Kettering, just west of
Leonora Drive (across from Wagner Road).
The site includes a large children’s play area.

And  please remember: This annual
celebration is a wonderful opportunity for
you toinvite friends and neighbors to join us.
Please bring someone(s) with you. The
informal setting and atmosphere is a great

way to introduce them to our welcoming St
Mark’s community!

New Choir Season

Do you like to sing? We know you do! Join
others and come sing in the choir! Practice
will start Tuesday, September 3", at 5:00
p.m. in the choir room and it will run until
6:00. The first Sunday the choir sings during
service will be September 15™. You don’t
need any experience just a desire to make a
joyful noise to the Lord! If you have any
questions see Donna Larsen

Breakfast With Carol

To celebrate the beginning of the program
year, come have breakfast with us. Carol
Nancarrow will be serving us breakfast on
Sunday, September 15™, from 9:00 to 10:00
am. So, come have some good food before
going to church.
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Program Begin

This program year Sunday school will consist
of three classes. The youngest of our
members will have the nursery class
available during the first half of the service.
This will continue to be run by Sandy
Bultman

and Judy
Kreutzer.

are

a
for
pre-
school to elementary age students and this
will also be for the first half of the service.
This class will be run by Janet Reuter and
Kendall Rubino. The final Sunday school class
is for our middle school and high school aged
members. This class will start at 9:30 and run
until the shortly before the service starts.
This class will be run by Katherine and
Elizabeth Wagner. If you have any questions
see Carol Nancarrow.

Valley Vineyards Trip

our annual trip for dinner at the Valley
Vineyards in Morrow Ohio is scheduled for
Saturday, October 19™ at 6:00 p.m. Mark
the date and join us for good food, good
wine and beer, and good fellowship.

After your wine or beer tasting, you'll enjoy:

4 drinks or a bottle of wine per couple
New York Strip Steak, Scottish Salmon Fillet
or Shrimp (Vininer's Dinner, 8 oz. USDA
Choice Filet)

Two types of salad

Green beans almandine

{or corn on the cob in season)

Rice Pilaf

Seasonal vegetables

Baked potato

Fresh breads, and

Our special homemade dessert buffet

Pricing for the event s as follows:

Over 21 Years of Age

$70 (+ tax) / couple

$35 (+ tax) / person

$45 (+tax) / person Vintner’s Dinner
Under 21 Years of Age

$18.95 (+ tax) steak or salmon option
$8.50 (+ tax) buffet option

It is always a wonderful ime. We hope to
see many of you there. If you have any
questions, please contact Tony Rubino, or
visit their website at wwwaalleyvine
yards.com.
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From Building and Grounds

After their annual “assessment meeting’ in
June, the B&G Team got to work on some of
the many projects they identified as needing
special attention. In addition to the routine
summer tasks of grounds maintenance (lawn
mowing, tree and bush trimming, and
parking lot upkeep), there were several
projects that were completed:

LIGHTS: Almost all of the Community
Building lights have been replaced with
energy-saving LEDs; thanks to Dwight, Dave,
and Don for changing out the bulbs in the
church (valence, over the choir and altar, and
for the aross), Parish Hall, and first floor. We
have arranged for a local small business to
pick up the old bulbs for recycling, so those
will be cleared out of the janitor’s closet,
boiler room, and upstairs Project Room.

I

COPIER: Our
shutting down at the most inconvenient
times, so Bonham Electric checked all the

copier was having issues

appropriate wiring.  After adding a new
dedicated plug, pulling new wire, adding a
ground to the breaker panel, and replacing
the outlet, we determined that there were
still surge problems. So an uninterruptible
power supply (UPS) with fumiture-slider feet
was installed, along with a Ricoh-specified
surge protector between the UPS and the
printer, which detects power problems. So
far it's all worked great, and the copier is
back to normal.

INTERNET: Qur Internet has been massively
upgraded! Itis now a single wifi name (SSID)
configured as a mesh which allows users to
roam all over the property without
interruptions. There is full wifi all over the
first and second floors of the Community
Building, the church, and the parking lot.
The SSID has changed, so stop i the Office to
get the new name and password.

PAINTING: Many thanks to Don for tirelessly
working to get the vestibule, Brides Room,
and Narthex touched up before the wedding
we hosted in Julyl He was there painting
every day during the heatwave, and did a
great job. Our entrance now looks a lot
cleaner, and much more welcoming.
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Matthew 25:36

“Kairos Inside” is a
ministry which
develops a Christian
community  inside
prisons; it  brings
leaders and inmates
together for a 3% day weekend at Lebanon
Correctional Institution {LCI) led by Kairos
volunteers. For many participants, the Kairos
Weekend creates the desire to become a
Christian, and for others the desire to
continue hisfher spiritual growth.

Homemade cookies are a tangible expression
of Christian love and an indication of God's

concern for a group of people who seldom
encounter either in the course of their daily
lives. A typical Kairos Weekend will need
10,000-12,000 DOZEN cookies!

Working with Pastor George Brewer, St
Mark’s has participated in Kairos Weekends
for years, primarily by providing cookies and
inspirational posters. The next Kairos
weekend at LCl is October 10-13, so please
bring your cookies to the Office no later than
close of business Tuesday, October 8. Bags
and instructions are available in the Office
and on the Ushers’ Table. Thank you for your
generosity in baking!

Are You Prepared
for an Emergency?

In light of the devastation surrounding
the Memorial Day tornadoes, it’s more
important than ever to secure your
important documents.  And while
having hard copies in a safe place is a
good idea, putting them all on a flash
drive is even better! I you have
questions about how to do this, please
contact Bridgette or Jen Bonifas, Gary
Welch, or the Office.

BRI o= ReADy N A FLASH DTN

CREATE A SURVIVAL FLASH DRIVE
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By Wayne Harper

Question: What is your overall conception of
morality?

Mine is muddied — a mixed bag of maxims
regarding right and wrong and what
constitutes a virtuous life. | seldom think
about morality’s origins or various functions.

If you seek a deeper
understanding  of L

morality, 1 higy RIGHTEQOUS

recommend Jonathan M I N D

Haidt’s 2012 book,
The Righteous Mind. s
S

Haidt makes the case \rﬁﬂlm‘i‘
i
JONATHAN

that morality is the
HAIDT

extraordinary human
capacity that made
civilization  possible. 0
His choice of the term

Righteous implies that human nature is not
just intrinsically moral, but also intrinsically
moralistic, critical and judgmental. Haidt has
so much to offer, but | want to focus on two
compelling ideas.  First, there’s more to
morality than harm or faimess. Second,
morality binds and blinds.

Haidt begins by considering the prevailing
adversities or challenges prehistoric humans
and their cohort faced, and makes the claim
that our earliest ancestors’ response to these
adaptive challenges explains the origins of
morality. He proceeds to identify six moral
foundations or imperatives that developed

over time: carefharm, fairness/cheating,
liberty/oppression, loyalty/betrayal,
authority/subversion, and sanctity/
degradation. For example, the care/harm
imperative was a response to the adaptive
challenge to protect and care for children. It
elicits compassion. The fairness/cheating
imperative was a response to the adaptive
challenge of reaping the benefits of give-and-
take opportunities. While most people
recognize cheating as wrong, they split when
it comes to fairness. Some see fairness in
terms of equality, others in terms of
proportionality — justice.

As for the sanctity/degradation imperative, it
was a response to the adaptive challenge of
living in a world of pathogens and parasites.
It often elicits disgust. Even today, it is
crucial for understanding America’s ‘culture
wars'. Haidt cites philosopher Leon Kass who
laments the way technology often erases
moral boundaries and brings people ever
dloser to the dangerous belief that they can
do anything they want to do. Kass argues
that “our feelings of disgust can sometimes
provide us with a valuable warning that we
are going too far, even if we can’t justify
those feelings by pointing to victims”

The morality we call our own — our personal
moral matrix — is a fusion of these six

imperatives, each to a greater or lesser
degree.  Care and faimess are widely
embraced. The others vary considerably but
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moral diversity we encounter around the
world, Haidt believes it also explains why
good people are divided by poiitics and
religion.

Next up, Haidt asks: If humans are inherently
self-interested, why are we so groupish? Go
back to the beginning. Our forebears faced

many life or death challenges. To survive
they had to compete. Individuals compete
with individuals, and that competition

rewards selfishness — which includes some
forms of strategic cooperation. But at the
same time, groups compete with groups, and
that competition favors groups composed of
true team players — those who are willing to
cooperate and work for the good of the
group, even when they could do better by
slacking, cheating, or leaving the group. We
are all descended from people who belonged
to groups that were consistently better at
winning that competition.  These two
processes pushed human nature in different
directions and gave us the strange mix of
selfishness and selflessness we see today.

Morality binds. Solidarity is great for a group
that needs to work in unison; engendering
trust, teamwork and mutual aid. It also
comes in handy for a group gearing up for a
battle between “us’ and ‘them”. Tribalism is

our evolutionary endowment for banding
together to prepare for intergroup conflict.
In tribal mode, we bind ourselves more

tightly to the group; we set aside our
differences to embrace and defend the
group’s moral matrix. At the same time,
morality blinds. Solidarity can interfere with
a group’s efforts to find the truth, and the
search for truth can interfere with a group’s
solidarity. It can foster groupthink,

orthodoxy, and a paralyzing fear of
challenging the collective. We go blind to
arguments that challenge the group’s

narrative — we stop thinking for ourselves.
It's a case of yin and yang.

Haidt offers a chapter entitled Religion is a
Team Sport. Religion continues to play a
powerful role in creating and binding moral
communities together; in turn, producing
moral capital that benefits society at large.
Evidence suggests religious groups ‘bind
better” than secular groups. They tend to be
more resilient and last longer. The moral
benefits of religion seem to be less about
beliefs and practices, and more about
relationships and belonging. Nevertheless,
what binds s usually involves some blinding
~ once any person, book, or principle is
declared sacred, then devotees can no longer
question it or think clearly about t. Well...

Question: In the beginning, God handed
down a moral framework for human
flourishing, based on mutual love and
obedience to His will. Are Haidt’s six moral
imperatives  compatible  with  God's

imperatives? Are they at odds?
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Help the Oregon District Shooting Victims
and their Families through the Dayton
Oregon District Tragedy Fund.

We awoke on Sunday, August 4 to the
terrible news about the mass shooting that
occurred in downtown Dayton’s historic
Oregon District. We are deeply saddened by
this tragedy, and our hearts and prayers are
with he victims, their families and friends as
well as our entire region.

The Dayton Oregon District Tragedy Fund is
accepting donations to help those individuals
most directly impacted by this tragedy. If you
are interested in supporting, you can use
your credit card to contribute at: https://
www.daytonfoundation.org/

dayton oregon district tragedy fund.html.

Once your transaction is completed, The
Dayton Foundation will mail you a letter
acknowledging your contribution.

Your contribution is fully tax deductible.

If you would like to contribute via mail,
checks may be mailed to The Dayton
Foundation, 40 North Main Street, Suite 500,

The Dayton Foundation | The Regional Community Foundation

10
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Dayton, OH 45423. Please be sure to
designate on the check or in the fund name
field “Dayton Oregon District Tragedy Fund”
or “Fund #8365".

If you are a fund holder with The Dayton
Foundation and are signed up for Donor
Express, you may gift through your fund.

All credit card fees for this fund will be
waived. One hundred percent of donations
to the fund will go toward the victims and
their families.

Please understand that The Dayton
Foundation is unable to designate your
contribution to help a specific individual
affected from this tragedy. All contributions
will be pooled to benefit the victims and
their families.

~The Dayton Foundation

If you have any questions, please contact The
Dayton Foundation at (937)222-0410.
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2019 Season Comes
to a Close

This season was strange, for several reasons.
Our recreational division on Thursday nights
had only five teams. This meant each team
would play each of its four opponents three
times to make a 12 game schedule. Thenwe
were rained out four of the first seven weeks.

The first four games we played in those three
non-rain weeks included two games against
the eventual first place team. We lost both
of those games 12 - 11. And we lost to them
again, 10 - 3 in the eighth week, making our
record 2- 4.

Then it all turned around and we won five
games in a row over the next four weeks. A
new player brought two friends and they all
helped this turnaround. We completed the
regular season in second place, with a 7 - 4
record. We did not play a final rain makeup,
against the third place team, as the game
would have no affect on standings and would
have delayed our tournament.

Our winning streak and our season came to
an abrupt end on the first night of the
tournament.  Our best pitcher and our
leadoff hitter could not come that night and
we could not overcome their absence. We
lost the first game, to that third place team,
in a long high scoring affair, 24 - 22. That
game had a tie and two lead changes. In the
loser's bracket we played the fourth place

1

team (they had lost to the fifth place team)
but we could not keep pace, losing 20 - 12.
Our finalrecordis 7 - 6.

That third place team lost to the first place
team but has come out of the loser's bracket
(beat that fourth place team) to earn another
chance with the top team in the
championship game, or games.

Don Nancarrow, team coordinator

38th Annual Yard Sale
It’s a Wrap!
1 F %

This year we held our 39" annual yard sale
and finished with a total of approximately

$6,750. It's wonderful to have another
successful event. It validates the hard work
and hundreds of hours so many people
contribute to the effort. THANK YOU to all of
youwho made this year's sale a success!
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St. Mark's Episcopal
Church Administration
and Operations

Rector
The Rev. Michae! Kreutzer

affiiate Clergy

The Very Rev. R_James
Larsen, The Rev. Gearge
Snyder, The Rev. Joanne
Stearns

Organist / choir Director
DonnaLarsen

Parish Secretary
Katherine Wagner

Senior Warden
Gary Welch

Junior Warden
Katherine Wagner

Vestry
lennifer Bonifas, Susan
Kendall, Caral Nancarrow,
Megan Rubino, Tracey
Swartz, JennaWwalch

Secretary / Webmaster
Dave Reuter

Treasurer
Don Nancarraw

Altar Guild Directress
Janet Reuter

Youth Education

Coordinator
Carol Nancartow, AReminder From the Editors
Lion's Tale Editors We ask that you always fallow these simple guidelines for article submissions
fendalk e > Email all submissions to our email address, Lions_Tale@ameritech.net, by the
dealline date (se= previous ssue for exact date). Please be sure to enter Lion’s Tale
Schedule of Worship submi n the subject line.

Sunday ‘o 1f you are unable to emailthe submission, please fesl free to submit a digital copy (MS
10:80,2m:: ol Eucharist: Word document preferred saved on a CD or flashdrive) to the church office.
Email 3 i Remember, parishioners will receive their copy in the mail when they are
stimatke@amertachmet unable to attend church service when the issues are available for pick-up. If
The deadline for the next you have any questions, please contact Kendall Rubina or Lisa Darnell,

Ttk yose!
12




